


Analysis Researched and Prepared by:
Planning Heritage Design Partner LLC (PHDP LLC)
724 Monroe Ave., Racine, W1 53405
Matthew G. Sadowski, MUP, APA, AICP, Principal
Anne M, Sadowski, OTR, M.Ed, Associate
{262)721.8362

sowskiBolanninghari I

Prepared For:

Jeffrey Hintz, CNU-A, Assistant Director

City of Racine, Department of City Development
730 Washington Ave.

Racine, W1 52403

(262)636-9151




PRELIMINARY ANLYSIS OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND POTENTIAL FOR NATIONAL AND
STATE REGISTERS LISTING

Address: Mitchell School Nelghborhood, City of Racine, Wi 53403 (Bounded on the East by Kearney
Ave., on the North by Twenty-First St., on the West by Taylor Ave. and West Blvd., and on the South

by Durand Ave. (STH 11) In the SW ¥ of Sec 20, T.3.N, R.23.E, City of Racine, Township (Village) of
Mt. Pleasant, County of Racine.

Original Owner(s): Multiple

Current Owner(s): Multiple.' See Appendix A: Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Home

Fleld Inventory
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

Initial Research:

What Makes g Historlc District? Designation of National and State landmarks and historic district is
governed by criterla, standards and guidelines set for by the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Natlonal Park Service (NPS). Administration of these regulations is overseen by the U.S. Secretary
of the Intarior and the States” Historic Praservation Officer (SHPO). This authority was codified by
the Federal Government through the adoption of the National Historic Presarvation Act of 1966
which established institutions and created defined process for historic preservation in the United
States.*

The NPS describes a historic district as “a geographically definable area, urban or rural, possessing
a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, landscapes, structures, or objects,
unified by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical developments. A district may also be
composed of individual elements separated geographically but linked by association or history."*

Within the boundaries

descnbed above, there is 8 populatton or 1% and 2 _
story brick structures bullt between 1937 and 1946

having common architectural characters such as:

compact story-and-a-half gable roofed (in most cases) IS
Cape Cod styles with a rectangular foot print of 750
square feet, and two-story pyramidal roofed {in most -
cases) “Colonlal Revival or Minimal Traditlonal™ or also known as the Regency Revival styles with
a square foot print of 550 square feet; all often having brick quoins; most with slightly projected
brick banding diffarentiating the second story; slightly protruding entry (more o with the Cape
Cods); originally five to six rooms; no extended eaves; facia and gutter tight to the bullding’s wall.

¥

Cl 7 =

Photos from Google Map Street View

Construction of the greatest number of these homes occured during the years following World War
Il. Inall, from 1937 t0 1946, 108 homes were bullt, 105 of them between 1944 and 1946.
Interestingly, one was bullt in 1937, and two in 1940;* these possibly being early experiments in
implementation of the Federal Housing Acts of 1935 and 37.

2|PHDPLICPreliminary Anaiysis UniQque Brick Homes



Mitchell School Neighborhood Unigue Brick Homes

The majority, It not sil, the homes were dealgned by archtect Carl ). Kastrup™, and the vast majority
were bullt by Mills Wisc. Corp., and initally owned by Racing Realty & Home Bullding Conp,= ==

A revlew of the numbers, The following table provides a breakdown of the Mitchell School
HE[EJ'I.EII:II"I'II:I-I:I-IH LI H:H.IE Brnck Homes ob=earved in the Sureay area. Obarsastions were made in the
fheld, from the public street, during November 2023, The 108 homes obsarved can be catorgorized
a4 follows (full inventory can be found In Appenty A, pages 9,10 & 11):

In the above tabde, the bulldings” conditions and years bullt were obtalned from the City of Racing
asgagsment records.  The tenm “Sguara” refiers 1o the homes displaying the Colonial Resival?
Minimal Traditional/Regency Bevival style. The tarm “Aliered™ refers to those homes for which
additions or alierations ware obgansad from the giresed

Certain brick ranch-style hormes in the sunsey area may alsd be attributable o Mr. Kastrop. This
potential was not known at the time of the field observations.

Mapping of the homes surveved, Figures 1, 2 & 3 on Pages 6 & 7 prasent maps of the sunsey araa
usin le MyMap. The maps braak down to focus on sub-areas that presant concantrations
g p ps pra

suppenrtive of a histonic disinct as defined by the Mationgl Park Sansice. Figure 1. illustrates tha bulk
of the gurvey but ormits areas north of Arlington Streat due o the absence of subject structures in
that area.

Figure 2. highlights the eastern 1/3 of the study area to [lustrate the highest concentration of
sunveyad structures. Figure 2. ilustrates the boundaries of & broad area of a potential historic
district. Figure 3. refines potential district boundaries with the densities and adjacencies that
appear to meet the NPS historic district definition in that the subject homes are in “a gaographically
definable area,... . possessing a significant concantration, linkage, or continuity of sites, ... ... ...,
unified by past events or aesthatically by plan or physical developments.”

Potentisl Historie District, Breaking down the NPS definition to (llustrate its components
applicability to the study area, the Tollowing alaysis |s offered:

+ A geographically definable area™... Figure 3. lllustrates boundaries of a potential historc
district that unit all properties with adjacencies.

+ “Possessing a significant concentration, linkage and continuity of sites”. . Figure 3.
serves to illustrate the significant concentration of subject structuras within the potential
historic district boundaries, the Inkages of the street systam, and the site continuity
provided by a construction fleld with no notable alevation differential.

+ “Unified by past events™... being the effor by tha Federal government 1o supply badly
needed affordable housing for workers contributing to the war effort (WAWII).

* “Unified.....aesthetically by plan or physical developments™... as the homeas are all
based of two main foot prints (Cape Cod or colonlal revival) with theme and variation to
provide Individual character to each home, all contained in the subdivision of one of
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

Racine's most active and successful land develogerns of the Late 19%/early 20" century,
Woltt Development Co, in WolfTs Fourth Addition, most all the homes owned at time of
construction by Racine Realty & Home Building, most all the hormes built by Mill Wisc Conp,
and all belisved 1o be designed by architect Carl ). Kasbrup.

The Archifect Carl |, Kastrup A&, Carl 1. Kasinup [(1801-1851) was a Forest Park, Hlinois architect
wiho anjoyad a short yet prolific career® Carl began his career as an electrical engineer but by the

mid-1930's had his architectural practice.® Mr. Kastrup designed several housing projects for war
wiorkers [WWII.™ At one point he also appeared to speclalize exclusively In multi-tamily housing. =
M. Kastrup was known for his brick Colonlal Revival style with his most ldentifiable Kastrup details
- being subtle use of brick guoins, ralsad

brick banding, and absence of aaves.

His housas were intended to
accommodate expansion; being bullt as
& starter home that could be modifiad o
meat the nesds of 8 growing tamily. Mr.
Kastrup won sevearal awards for his
madest housing designs within the
Chicago-area suburbs ™ 1845, one of his
designs won an award in the “Farm
House™ class and was featured in the
February, 1845 issue of Architectural
Record.™ Mr. Kastrup’s homes can be found throughout several
Chicago suburbs including: Forest Park, River Forest, Oak Lawn, Glen
Ellyn, Evanston and Morton Growe, ™ = = ===

Mr. Kasirop was al=o sciive in the implementation of the Fedaral Housing Acts of 1835 and 37, and
the affort 1o proside moderate priced housing for war workers.=* in 1842, his firm joined four others
o collectively address challenges of designing and sdrministering defense related work.=*

Carl I. Kastrup was the anchitect for many of the ane- and two-story brick homes we sea today In
the Mitchell School neighbornoeod in Racine, Wisconsin. Other hormes Inthe Racine ares bear a
gtriking resemblance in style and detail o those found Inthe Mitchell School area and in the
Chicago suburbs. Further research into Mr. Esstrup's influence in the Racine area |8 warrsnbed.

A Associsted with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

[he homes are 8

B. Associatedwith the lives of persons significant in our past.

[N property The SUnECT NoMmas S18 e U LSIC S o o




Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

C. Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, of that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may Lack
indiwidual distinction.

D. Yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history of prehistory.

O SUCTH VOIS CICHT NS5 COrme 00 T SETe o af FriLIF

Conclusion, Avallable information merits inguiry to Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) to
ascertain if WHS agrees that area is eligible for listing as a historic district in the State and National
Ragisters of Historic Places. Potential National Register Criteria mat: A, B, C [criteria B or C
presenting the strongest Cases).
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

INVENTORY AREA SHOWING AREA OF FOCUS
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

ISTRICT BOUNDARIES  POTENTIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Figure 2. | Figure 3. {‘}
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Endnotes:

i City of Racine Land Records, Tax information, February 2024,

“National Historic Preservation Act, Mistoric Presarvation; February 2024, Nationat Park Service; US
Depariment of the Interior. Itlps/fwww.nps govsubiectehisioricoreservation/natanal-histone:

“ Definitions, Dernver Service Center Workflows; February 2024, National Park Service; U.S Department of the
Interior. hitpa/fwww nps govidscywidefinsions him
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

¥ Architectural Resources in the Village of Glen Eltyn, A Summary and inventory, Granacki Mistoric
Consultants, 2007, p. 61, 68, 73, 74, 82, 84, 87, 89, 92, 53

* Orchard Street Mistoric District; 726 Orchard Street; National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.
United States Department of the Intenor. National Park Service. 2016

* City of Racine Land Records, Tax Information, Februsary 2024,

“ Application for final mspection; 1/2/45; 2336 Dwight. City of Racine, WI.
“Ibid

“ Application for Permat; Application No. 23-627; 8/8/44; 2336 Dwght. City of Racane, WI.
* Building permit iog; 1944, City of Racine, Wi.

« River Forest, lllnois Final Survery, 8-8-2013, p.68

*Ibid

“Ibid

“Ibid

* It

“ Architectural Record, Vol 97, No.2, February 1545, p 61

" Village Wide Architectural + Mistorical Survey, Final Survey Report, Village of River Forest Mistoric
Preservation Commission, 8-9-2013, p.78

" River Forest, lllinais Final Survey, 8-8.2013, p.68
** Newspapers.com, Chicago Tribune, 3-22.1847, p.223

“ Architectural Resowrces in the Village of Glen Eltyn, A Summary and Inventory, Granacki Mistoric
Consultants, 2007, p. 61, 68, 73, 74, 82, 86, 87, 89, 52,83

** Newspapers.com, Chacago Tribune, 8-30-1939, p.18
* Image: 5534 Theobald Rd., Morton Grove, lll. Google Street View Image August, 2018.

'I'D"nl l

4 Post-War Home Designed by Local Architect; The Review and Forest Parker. Forest Publications, Inc.
Forest Park, 1. February 18, 1945,

e Defense Momes for West Rogers Park. Chicago Tribune, 4/19/42.
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

oy, 7406 T427N. Wolcmt. Defense Housmg. 1842, Ultras Local Geography Juty 12, 2012

Additional Research Resources:

Preservation Racine.

Racine County Register of Deeds.

Racine Heritage Museum.

Racine Public Library.

University of Wisconsin - Mitwaukee, American Geographical Society Library,
Milwaukee, Wi.

e University of Wisconsin - Parkside Library, Wisconsin Historical Society Repository,
Kenosha, WI.

Prepared For:
Jettrey Hintz, CNU-A, Assistant Director

City of Racine, Department of City Development
730 Washington Ave.

Racine, Wi 53403

(262)636-9151

Planning Herltage Design Partner LLC (PHDP LLC)

724 Monroe Ave., Racine, W1 53405
Matthow C. Sadowski, MUP, APA, AICP, Principal

Anne M. Sadowski, OTR, M.Ed, Associate
{262)721-8362
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes

APPENDIX A Mitchell School Meighborhood Unique Brick Home Field inventory, 1 of 3 |{Continwed)
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Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Homes
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APPENDIX A Mitchell School Neighborhood Unique Brick Home Field inventory, 3 of 3
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PRELIMIMARY AMLYSIS OF HISTORICAL SIGHIFICANCE AND POTENTLAL FOR NATIOMAL AMND
STATE REGISTERS LISTING

Address: Mear Morthside Cream Brick Area: Study area defined &8s being bounded by Goold S5 on
the Morth, Douglas Ave. on the YWest, State 3t. on the South, and Lake Michigan on the East.

Original Dwner(s): Multipla

Current Ownerg): Multiple. See Appendix A: Fleld Inventory of Mear Northside Cream Brick
Structures

Imitial Research;

The basis Tor this analysig, InJuna 2023, working for the Mayor's Office of the City of Racine, a city-
wide invventony of cream brick structure was completed. The purpose of the 2023 invenion was

and is for it *to e used 85 an initial reference to foster further discussion and analysis, and for tha
potential development of programs designed to assist proparty owners in the repair, maintenance,
rendwvation, or praservation of cream brick structuras in the City of Racine™ The Inventory revaaled
8325 structures within the City of Racine having cream brick as a main component in the nature of
their architectural character; fouwr-sided full-fagade decorative andéor fimished anchitaciure, and as
a decorative slerment to facades. As (lustrated in Figura 1 on Page 5, from the inventory, pattams of
concentrations of cream brick structures were reinforced, or became evident. Bulldings with other
types of face brick but having commaon walls or foundations of “common” or “utility™ cream brick
were not included in the inventony.

atructures snalyzed: number of, vears DUIIL uge, Of the B25 structures inventoried, 247 are
concenirated in an area &3 describe aarlier and being referred o herein as the Near Northaide

Cream Brick Area (See Appendix “A"). The boundaries of which are delineated in Figures 2 & 3on
Pages 6 & 7. These structures range in utility from homes, churches and school, to commercial,
recreational and industrial structures. Also noted is that the axisting Mationsl Register listed
Morthzide Historie District of Cream Brick Workers' Cottages s found within the study area
boundaries and contains 47 of the 241 structures.

Maar Marthsida
Craam Brick Structures
Decades of Construction

= Congtruction year over 10 units

The decades with, by tar, the rmost cream Drick construction occurmed in 1900 with 63 structures,
Tollowed by the 1 8E0' with &0 structures, then the 1830 with 51 structures. The individusl years
that s the most cream brick construction ocourred in 1500 with 46 structures, 1830 with 21
gstructures, 1884 with 16 structures, and 1880 with 12 structures.




MNear Morthside Cream Brick Structures

The construction perod spans from 1BE1 ta 1813 for Cream brick structures found within the
boundaries of the existing Natlonal Register listed Morthsbde Histonic District of Cream Bnck
Workers” Cottages. The most active years of construction of the contributing structuras within tha
MR disirict were 1BES |3 structures), and 1882 (5 struciures).

While the construction period for the full Mear Northside Cream Brick study area Tor cream brick
gtructures is from 1820 01947, in consultation with the Wisconsin Histoncal Society, it was
suggested to lnit the period of gignificance 1o strucbures built up until 1994, This represents the
year the last cream brick producer in Racine closad. For purposas of this study, the cutoff year is
181 5with the assumption that the yard had remaining stock 1o sell inta 1915, With that year as the
ending perod, the number of structures decreases slightly from the total of 241 to 227. Using this
numiber as the data base, an analysis is provided in the following table.

ARLRLYSE OF NEAR MOATHSIDE CREAN! BRICK STUDY AREA STRUCTLIEES

Figure 4 on Page B provides an additional iilustration of the study area with the properties (a1l 241)
|'.'l|.ﬂ{l.EI-I:| on the A On can be seen contentrations that ey be suitable for either E:l'.p-ﬁl'l'ﬂmﬂ af the
exiating NR Worker's Cottages district, or districts unto themseelves.  Figure 5 on Page O illustrates
this FIIIEI'I.EIﬂl]Hl Elpﬂﬂﬂh:ll'l. fraa B-I.EI'II'.'"ﬂE_ﬂHt”ETH, and two FI-I:IBE":ILIE' Landmark sfruciuras.

What Makes & Historle District? Designation of Nationad and State landmarks and historic district s
governed by criteria, standards and guidelines set for by the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Mational Park Service [NPS). Administration of these regulations ts oversaen by the U5, Secretary
of the Intarior and the States” Historic Preservation Officer. This authority was codified by the
Federal Government through the adoption of the Mational Historic Preservation Act of 1966 which
established institutions and created detined process for historic preservation in the United States

The NPS defines a histonic district as “a geographically definable area, urban or rural, possassing a
significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, landscapes, structures, or objects, unified
by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical developments. A district may also be composed
of individual elements separated geographically but Linked by association or history.”

area? Breaking down me WPS definition to [lustrate its components applicability to the stuu].-area
the following alaysls is ofered:

= “Ageographically definable area™.. Figure 4. Ilustrates broad boundaries of the study
arga with the inventoried structuras indicated D!.l' Blue *ping”. The ares s defingbla tl!.l way of
the EI-EluI"Hﬂ"'IE gireal. In rhiang inatanceas the saparation of struciures IStﬂﬂgl'E-Bt. orthe
vigusl obatructions tod formedable 1o ses other cream brick structures. However, the overall
concentration within the ‘EI[IJﬂ'!.l' amaa lg axtangive and FEpragantis over 7% of all such
giructuras in the data bese of the EUEEEI'['.'-H'IEIE II'II.IEI"ItlEll'y.'
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Near Northside Cream Brick Structures

“Possessing a significant concentration, linkage and continuity of sites”™ ... Figure 5
serves to illustrate the more closely defined concentrations of subject structures within the
broader study area. Ten suggested micro districts are presented in the Figure. As well as
two stand-alone landmarks:

A. St.Clair St., 2000 block: 4 cream brick structures; 2037, 2027, 2019, 2032.

B. National Register listed Northside Historic District of Cream Brick Workers' Cottages:
district expansion; N. Wisconsin St. (1843, 1837, 1818, 1817, 1840), Erle St. (1841,
1831), N. Main (1914).

C. Geneva St. (1703, 1709,1711), Hagerer St. (120,1208).

D. St.Clair St. (1725, 1728, 1714), Hagerer St. (628, 623,617), Erle St. (1711, 1715,

1731,1728, 1808, 1800).

La Salle St. (1634, 1628, 1618).

High St. (622, 618, 614, 607, 601, 600, 525), East St. (1614, 1646), N. Wisconsin St

(1664,1658, 1651,1642,1636), N. Main St. (1658, 1648, 1700).

G. Michigan Blvd. (16840, 1634, 1632, 1624).

H. Erle St. {1501, 1518, 1533, 1604), N. Wisconsin St. (1517,1528,1532).

L

)

K

B

Buchanan St. (1501, 1443, 1433, 1430, 1420, 1414). ,
N.Main St. {1407, 1423, 1433, 1439).

. Erle St. (1307, 1310, 1241, 1240, 1229, 1223), Hubbard St. (500,502), N. Wisconsin
{1302, 1239).

Landmarks: 717 High St., 1914 St. Patrick.

“Unified by past events™... The structures and many of their relationships to Racine's
cream brick industry create a unifying history. Particularly the brick manutacturers formerty
directly adjacent to the study area, at the intersection of N. Main St. and Goold St.: the
Golede Brick yard (1895), Bauman Brickmaking Co. (1881), F.H. Haumersen & Sons (1871},
Burdick & Erskine Bros. (1870-1910).*

"Unified.....aesthetically by plan or physical developmems™... as the structures are
constructed of cream brick, all share a similar appearance despite their varying forms and
uses.

"A district may also be composed of individual elements separated geographically but
linked by association or history™ ... NOTE: The quality and historical accuracy/integrity of
the study area structures varies widely as indicated by the precading table. Slightly less
than 50% present in their original form and appearance. Structures having significant
alteration, weather well executed or not, would most likely have a difficult path to qualitying
for National Register listing, but they could easily be recognized and honored in & local
historic district or landmark designation.

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns

of our history.

3FHDFLLCF."‘_IHHII4JY‘,‘An'a'.‘aii Near-Northside Cream Brick
4
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Mear Morthside Cream Brick Structures

C. Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, of that possass high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may Lack
indiwidual distinction.

Conclusion, Available information merits inguiry to Wisconsin Historical Soclety [WHS) to
ascertain it WHS agreas that area is eligible for listing 8= a historic district in the State and Mational
Registers of Historic Places. Potential Mational Register Criteria met: A.B,C (criteria A presenting
the strongast casas as the quality and historical integrity of many on the structures has baean
compromised over the years).

A|PHDPLLCPrelimimary Analysis. Ne: Martheide Cream B

Structu
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Cream City Brick Survey

-
Figure 1 "'3
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Mapping By City of Racine, Department of City Development (2023)
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Near Northside Cream Brick Structures

[

Figure 2 iy Cream Ciﬁy Brick Survey N

Legend

Parcels w/ Structure
[ that has Cream City

Base Mapping By City of Racine, Department of City Development (2023) Altered by PHDP LLC (2024)
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Base Map: City of Racine GIS. Alteration by PHDP LLC.
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Endnotes:

' City of Racine Land Records, Tax Information, February 2024.

“Racine Cream Brick Structures: An Inventory. Matthew G. Sadowskl. University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
School of Architecture and Urban Planning-Historic Preservation Institute. June 20, 2023.

“National Historic Preservation Act, Historic Preservation; February 2024. National Park Service; U.S
Department of the Interior. hilps://www.nps gov/subjlects/historicpresanvation/national-historic-

S O

< (2]

“ Definitions, Denver Service Center Workflows; February 2024, National Park Service; U.S Department of the
Interior. hitps://www nos govidsew/datinitions htm

Y Racine Cream Brick Structures: An Inventory. Matthew G. Sadowski. University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
School of Architecture and Urban Planning-Historic Preservation Institute. June 20, 2023.

“ Ibid.

“ National Register Criteria for Evaluauon National Register ot Historic Places; Natlonal Park Service; U.S.
Department of the Interior. :

e Preservation Racine.

¢ Racine County Register of Deeds.

e Racine Heritage Museum.

e Racine Public Library.

e University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, American Geographical Society Library,
Milwaukee, WL

¢ University of Wisconsin - Parkside Library, Wisconsin Historical Society Repository,
Kenosha, WI.

Prepared For:

Jeffrey Hintz, CNU-A, Assistant Director

City of Racine, Department of City Development
730 Washington Ave., Racine, W1 53403
(262)636-9151

bttps://www.cityofracine org/CityDevelopment/

Analysis Researched and Prepared by:
Planning Heritage Design Partner LLC (PHDP LLC)
724 Monroe Ave., Racine, WI 53405

Matthew G. Sadowski, MUP, APA, AICP, Principal
Anne M. Sadowski, OTR, M.Ed, Associate
(262)721-8362

msadowski@planningheritagedesign.com 03/21/2024
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APPENDIX A, Near Northside Cream Brick Structures Inventory, 2 of & (Continued)
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Near Northside Cream Brick Structures

APPENDIX A, Near Morthside Cream Brick Structures Inventory, 3 of 6 (Continuad)
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(Continued)

APPENDIX A, Near Northside Cream Brick Structures Inventory, 5 of 6
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PRELIMINARY ANLYSIS OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND POTENTIAL FOR NATIONAL AND
STATE REGISTERS LISTING

Address: 2320 Westwood Dr. Racine, Wi 53404
Original Owner(s): James Weed 1870-1879; William Smieding 1879-1920

Current Owner: Randall L. and Peggy L. Larsen Trust, 2320 Westwood Dr. since at least 2006

Photo source *
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Map source ™



Weed - Smieding
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Map illustrates William Smieding land holdings, 34 Acres, 1908.%

Initial Research:

The house at 2320 Westwood Dr. (formerly Smieding Ln.), the property previously referred to a being
on Morthwestern Ave.” as well as Rapids Rd.* ¥, is commonly known as the Smieding house. The
house was built by lJames Weed in 1870 of Cream Brick in the Italianate style."™ ™ The original porch,
which remains today, is estimated to be added in the 1880"s."

James Weed (1810 = 1902)" arrived in Racine in 1842, first living in Caledonia and then Mt. Pleasant
at the Westwood home."™ He was one of the early pioneers of Racine County and was a member of
the Old Settler's Society.” ™ ™ Racine Agricultural Society™ ™", and was influential in local
politics™ == and Racine society.™ Around 1850, Mr. Weed donated 5100 towards the building of
the First Presbyterian Church on Seventh St. in Racine;** a structure recognized as a landmark at
both the State and Mational levels.™ James Weed made his living by farming, and in 1866 posted
an advertisement selling 500,000 strawberry plants.™ In 1879, he sold his property for $8,500 to
William Smieiding (1830 = 1920). = = o ot pmr Wieed then moved to Main St, in Racine where he
lived until 1881 when he moved to Winona, MN. and remained there until his death ™ ™ The Weed
family maintained their connections with Racine, coming back for social visits, ™ ™" ™™ M,
Mrs. Weed and several family members are buried in Mound Cemetery in Racine.™

and

William Smieding, the second owner of 2320 Westwood Dr., came to Racine in 1855.7* In
September of 1864, he was married to Miss Mary Wustum, daughter of George Wustum, el o
William and his brother, Henry, operated H. & W. Druggists (or Smieding & Co.), a pioneer “drug

2|PHDPLLCPreliminary Analysis 2320 Westwood Dr.



Weed - Smieding

house™ of the city, at 84 Main St., comner of 3™ and Main Street, (presently 300 Main 5t.) from
approximately circa 1850 to1879." ™™ After selling their business, William retired to his
Morthwestern Ave home (Westwood Dr., formerly Smieding Ln.) of 35 acres and became a
prosperous farmer.™ In the 1910 US census, he is listed at the Northwestern Ave (Westwood)
address as a truck farmer with 19 amimals. = Willam and several of his family members are buned
in Mound Cemetery in Racine.™

The current owner of 2320 Westwood Dr. 1s the Randall L. and Peggy L. Larson Revocable Trust.

walwi

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our histary.

C. Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction.

D. Yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history of prehistory.
N hinf . ned as this writ
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Available information merits inquiry to Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) VIA the submittal of a
National Register of Historic Places Questionnaire to ascertain if WHS agrees that property is
R . RCR | nbiviety " eligible for listing in the
it State and National
Registers of Historic
Places. Potential
National Register Criteria
met: A,BC (AorB
possibly being the
strongest case unless
_ observation of the homes
interior reveals additional
historical architectural
context for C).

T - =

Photo source ™

Location of H. & W. Druggists 1879

Endnotes:

' City of Racine Land Records, Tax Information, February 2024.

“The Heritage Guidebook, Landmarks and Historical Sites In Southeastern Wisconsin, H. Russell
Zimmermann. Inland Heritage Corporation, 1976. p.392

" City of Racine GIS, February 2024.

* Plat Book, Racine and Kenosha Counties, Wisconsin, Hennessey & Co. Publishing & Engravers. Delevan, WI.
1908.

YU.S Census 1910

“ Racine City Directory, 1878

“ Racine City Directory, 1879

il Architectural and Historical Survey of the City of Racine, Karr, Susan 1980, 57.

* Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory, 1975
{WIS NSO ‘Records/ aarty/

* Architectural and Historical Survey of the City of Racine, Karr, Susan 1980, 57.
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“ Findagreave.com,

.5, Census records 1850 and 1880

H Megwspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 8-13-1877, p.3

“ Mewspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 6-5-1878, p.3

* Mewspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 8-5-1880, p.3

“ Mewspapers.com, The Racina Journal, 6-5-1880, p.3

=i pmwspapaers.com, Tha Racine Advocate, 9-22-1852, p.3
=il hpwspapers.com, The Racine Advocate, 3-19-1862, p.2
4= Mewspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 10-18-1858, p.1
“ Mewspapers.com, Racine Dally Journal, 10-18-1858, p.1
= Mewspapers.com, Waekly lournal, 3-11-1880, p.3

= Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 1-27-1879, p.3
== Mewspapers.com, The Racine Advocate, 11-14-1866, p.2

= Wisconsin Historical Society, Mational or State Registers Record.
- 1 i i I = ] x = i =rl '1 ¥

= Mawspapers.com, The Racine Advocate, 5-2-66, p.3

“ Findagrave.com.

=i hewspapers.com, Racine Daily Herald, 2-11-1879, p.4
=i M gwspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 2-12-1879, p.3
= Mewspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 2-26-1878, p.3
= Mawspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 1-21-1881, p.4
=i Negwspapers.com, Racine Dally Journal, 3-5-1881, p.4
=il pgwspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 4-14-1883, p.2
=i hawspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 2-4-1889, p.3
=i Megwspapers.com, Racine Daily lournal, 9-10-1890, p.4

== Newspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 5-3-1893, p.4
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= Findagreave.com, hitps://www findagrave com/memorial/167914007/james-waad

=% Commemorative Biographical Record of Prominent and Representative Men of Racine and Kenosha
Counties Wisconsin, J. H. Beers & Co. Chicago, 1906 p,47

e Commemorative Biographical Record of Prominent and Representative Men of Racine and Kenosha
Counties Wisconsin, J. H. Beers & Co. Chicago, 1906 p,47

=i Southeastern Wisconsin: Old Milwaukee County, Biography, Vol IV, 1932, p.54

“ The Heritage Guidebook, Landmarks and Historical Sites In Southeastern Wisconsin, H. Russell
Zimmermann. Inland Heritage Corporation, 1976. p.392

“ Southeastern Wisconsin: Old Milwaukee County, Biography, Vol IV, 1932, p.54

“iRacine City Directories: 1862, 1868-69, 1875-76, 1878, 1879

i Southeastern Wisconsin: Old Milwaukee County, Biography, Vol IV, 1932, p.54

“"U.S. Census 1910

* Findagrave.com. hitps://wwwitindagrave com/memorial/ 169696036/ william-smieding

=i National Register Criteria for Evaluation; National Register of Historic Places; National Park Service; U.S.
Department of the Interior. - LD k 2 10- X )

S [ ' 444

=i Southeastern Wisconsin: Old Milwaukee County, Biography, Vol IV, 1932, p.55

i+ City of Racine, WI. Sanborn Map, 1887.

e Preservation Racine.
¢ Racine County Register of Deeds.
¢ Racine Heritage Museum Archives.
e Racine Public Library Racine History Collection.
e University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, American Geographical Society Library,
Milwaukee, WI.
¢ University of Wisconsin - Parkside Library, Wisconsin Historical Society Repository,
Kenosha, WI.
e Wisconsin Historical Society Archives, Madison, WL
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PRELIMINARY ANLYSIS OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND POTENTIAL FOR NATIONAL AND
STATE REGISTERS LISTING

Address: 2800 Taylor Ave., Racine, WI 53405-4200
Original Owner(s): Joshua Pierce (owned 1861-1904)

Current Owner: GC Capital LLC, 6655 Esplanade Unit 6, Palya Del Rey, CA 90293
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Joshua Pierce Home
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Map lllustrates Joshua Pierce land holdings, 223 acres, 1858 "

Initial Research:

The house at 2800 Taylor Ave. (formally 2800 Asylum Ave.) is known as the Joshua Pierce (1814 -
1904)" house and Highland Apartments (circa 1909 - 2024), and was built 1860-61 of Cream Brick
in the Italianate Style.”" " Joshua came to Racine in 1840 and purchased 160 acres and added an
additional 60 acres in 1841." Joshua Pierce was an early settler of Racine County and was one of
the most well-known early pioneers of the county.” He was the road commissioner for many years
and helped lay out nearly all the early roads in Mt. Pleasant.* In addition, Joshua was active in
politics, being appointed a County Supervisor in 1852, and Mt. Pleasant Republican Delegate in
1860, 1880, and 1884." * *# *¥* Jashua was also active in the Old Settler’s Society.™ ** ** Mr. Pierce
was active in the Agricultural Society and was a frequent judge at county exhibitions.*™ “* As a
farmer, Joshua won agricultural awards and was known as the owner of fine horse stock, = il oo v
Mr. and Mrs. Pierce were well known socially and enjoyed entertaining on their property.”™ ™"
Joshua Pierce died in his home in 1904 and is buried in Mound Cemetery in Racine.”™" ™ Priorto
his death, Joshua had subdivided his property to his children, leaving the largest acreage to his son
William.”™ In the early 1900’s, the home is sold and converted into apartments and is called “The
Highland”.* Based upon review of historic photographs of the Pierce house, it appears the stained

glass above the front door, bearing the word “Highland” was added at the time of the apartment
conversion.”™ The home no longer maintains its original cupola.

The present owners are listed as: GC Capital LLC, of Playa Del Rey, CA
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Joshua Pierce Home
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A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns

economy. Mr. & Mrs. Pierce ware active in societies and political organizations. Mr Pierce’s
early agricultural and governmental contributions helped create a supportive environment

C. Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction.

e naltered excant for thoze i ded to sccommodate modern Living oractices
escapes and platforms to the northern and southern portions of a western extension.




Joshua Pierce Home

D. Yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history of prehistory.
: int , : .

Prelimi C uislon:
Available information merits inquiry to Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) VIA the submittal of a
National Register of Historic Places Questionnaire to ascertain if WHS agrees that property is
eligible for listing in the State and National Registers of Historic Places. Potential National Register
Criteria met:
CriteriaA&C
seems to form the
basis for eligibility
(criteriaC maybea
strong case, given
that while the home
is similar in design
to others in the
Racine area, as the
only known
residential structure
of its period to
utilize castiron
lintels where brick
arches are the
Joshiug Bierce Catherine Hayden Hadden Pierce norm).

Pierce portraits C 1880 " ™"

Endnotes:

City of Racine Land Records, Tax Information, February 2024.
' City of Racine GIS, February, 2024.
“'Map of Racine County, 1858, Redding and Watson.

¥ Findagrave.com. hitps://www tindagrave com/memorial/85454857fjoshua-plerce/photo

¥ Architectural and Historical Survey of the City of Racine, Sara E. Karr, 1979, p.63

“ Wisconsin Architecture and History Survey, 1975
hitps:/Awwwwisconsinhistory.org/Records/Properny/H111257

“'The Heritage Guidebook In Southeastern Wisconsin, Landmarks and Historical Sites, H. Russell
Zimmermann, 1976
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Joshua Pierce Home

“i Commemorative Biographical Record of Prominent and Representative Men of Racine and Kenosha
Counties Wisconsin, J. H. Beers & Co., Chicago, 1966, p.13

*Commemorative Biographical Record of Prominent and Representative Men of Racine and Kenosha
Counties Wisconsin, J. H. Beers & Co., Chicago, 1966, p.138

* Commemorative Biographical Record of Prominent and Representative Men of Racine and Kenosha
Counties Wisconsin, J. H. Beers & Co., Chicago, 1966, p.138

* Newspapers.com, The Racine Advocate, 4-7-1852, p.2

“ Newspapers.com, Weekly Burlington Gazette, 9-11-1860, p.3
= Newspapers.com, The Racine Advocate, 10-17-1863, p.2

“¥ Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 9-4-1880, p.3

=~ Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 8-16-1884, p.3

* Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 7-5-1876, p.3

=1 Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 7-9-1880, p.3

= Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 8-16-1884, p.3
“*Newspapers.com, The Weekly Burlington Gazette, 3-27-1860, p.1
*Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 4-6-1878, p.3

= Newspapers.com, The Racine journal, 8-23-1884, p.3

= Newspapers.com, The Racine Democrat, 9-28-1858, p.1

=* Newspapers.com, The Racine Democrat, 10-5-1859, p.3

“* Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 1-14-1874, p.3

= Newspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 10-31-1881, p.3

=+ Newspapers.com, Racine Daily Journal, 2-17-1882, p.4

= Newspapers.com, The Racine Journal, 4-12-1882, p.3

=4 Commemorative Biographical Record of Prominent and Representative Men of Racine and Kenosha
Counties Wisconsin, J. H. Beers & Co., Chicago, 1966, p.138

== Findagrave.com. hilps://www lindagrave com/memorial/85454857/joshua-pierce/photo
** Standard Atlas of Racine and Kenosha Counties Wisconsin, Plat Maps, 1908

=4 The Heritage Guidebook, Landmarks and Historical Sites In Southeastern Wisconsin, H. Russell
Zimmermann, 1976, H. Russel Zimmermann. Inland Heritage Corporation.
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Joshua Pierce Home

=il Mez.com. b

==* Mational HEEISTBI’ Criteria for Evaluation; NEITIDT‘IE[ HEEIEIBF of Historic F‘lEl‘.ES Maticnal Park S-EF\.I'ICB u.s.
Department of the Interior. hi A -lo-list-a- 1

=rMoz.com. bt

+ Preservation Racine.

« Racine County Register of Deeds.
* Racine Hentage Museum.

¢« Racine Public Library.

« University of Wisconsin = Milwaukee, American Geographical Society Library,
Milwaukee, WI.

¢ University of Wisconsin - Parkside Library, Wisconsin Historical Society Repository,
kKenosha, Wi,

¢ Wisconsin Historical Society Archives, Madison, WI.
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